Wainwright Coasts It

The next time you’re taking a brisk walk to the pub for the odd beer or three, spare a thought for one Alfred Wainwright. 

It’s estimated that this unassuming man from Blackburn, Lancashire walked over 100,000 miles in his lifetime, most of which were spent either up a mountain or down a fell in an area he fell in love with when he was 23 - the Lake District. 

Whilst walking in his beloved Lakeland Fells, Wainwright would chronicle his journeys with breathtaking detail and he would intersperse his writings with drawings of the panoramic views and craggy peaks of the harsh, Cumbrian landscape. Little did he know that these pictorial guides would later sell over 2 million copies worldwide and are now considered the bible of most discerning Lake District walkers.

And it was in recognition of this literary legend from their hometown of Blackburn that led Daniel Thwaites to brew a seasonal beer in his name as part of their Bi-centenary celebrations in 2007.

It was a fitting tribute from one son of Blackburn to another, especially as the Wainwright legacy was itself 100 years old in the same year. So three hundred years of Blackburn history came together to create a story and a beer that was about to become an overnight success.

Originally planned as a two-month seasonal ale, Daniel Thwaites had to react to a great problem. They were literally inundated with letters, phone calls and emails of complaints from customers when they announced that this guest beer was coming to an end to make way for the next seasonal ale. “How dare you?” they cried!

The beer itself is 4.1% in strength, has a lovely, light golden colour and has a hint of sweetness with just the right amount of citrus flavours. But married with the Wainwright name, Daniel Thwaites quickly realised the beer had “legs”.

Two years on and these “legs” have carried the Wainwright beer far and wide into pubs and bars across the UK. The bottled version is now even on sale in the USA! 

Bars at Wetherspoons are now the latest location for this nomadic beer and the timing couldn’t have been better.

Following on from the highly acclaimed Wainwright’s Walks, which drew over 8 million viewers, the BBC is screening a new series on the Coast-to-Coast walk as devised by Alfred Wainwright in 1972. Once again Julia Bradbury will host it as cameras follow her journey across some of the north’s most scenic and varied landscapes.

The 190-mile route winds its way from St Bees on the west coast to Robin Hood’s Bay on the east coast, passing through the Lake District, the Yorkshire Dales and the North York Moors national parks.

So why not reward yourself today, after your own relaxing walk or your “epic” stroll to the pub, with a pint of Thwaites Wainwright, an exquisitely lovely golden beer that is set to run and run.

“Foot” Notes

When Alfred Wainwright was asked how he would describe the Lake District, he simply answered “exquisitely lovely”, hence the use of this phrase on the pumpclip.

Thwaites Wainwright is made with 100% top-grade Maris Otter Barley, widely recognised as the finest brewing malt in the world.

There are 214 fells described in the seven volumes of Wainwright's "A Pictorial Guide to the Lakeland Fells". 
